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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 05/19/2008 has 
been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7, 9, 10 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gassho et al. (US 7,180,626), herein after referred as to Gassho et al. 
'626. 

Referring to claim 1, Gassho et al. '626 teach, as claimed, an information processing 
device (i.e. -item 50, see fig. 3), comprising: a storage section (i.e. -buffer 55, see fig. 3); 
a reception section (i.e. -job receiver unit 101, see fig. 3) capable of receiving data 
transmitted to a specific address that has been predetermined; a registration processing 
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section for adding and registering the data received by the reception section into the 
storage section (i.e. -job status monitor unit 104, fig. 3); a data processing section for 
processing the data stored in the storage section (i.e. -job management unit 103, see fig. 
3); and a status change processing section for controlling the registration processing 
section and the data processing section (i.e.- print load distribution apparatus 80, col. 
1 1 , lines 23-50); and for switching between (i) an active status which allows additional 
registration of the data transmitted to the specific address and processing of the data 
(Note: Gassho et al. '626 teaches an active status of a printer if the printer is not in error 
or in congested status, col. 2, lines 13-23); and (ii) a non-active status other than the 
active status, wherein the status change processing section instructs one or more other 
information processing devices to change into the active status (Note: selecting other 
printer with short queue and sending the print job is activating it in order to transfer print 
jobs from other printers, col. 1 1 , lines 36-38) when an amount of unprocessed data 
registered in the storage section exceeds a predetermined threshold value (i.e. -when 
the monitor unit monitors and reports the printer having a print job above a preset level 
and a congested buffer, col. 1 1 , lines 41-44) and the status change processing section 
changes the information processing device into the non-active status and causes the 
data processing section to process the unprocessed data (Note: the printer with 
congested buffer will not be able to process additional print job, thus inactive, but 
processes part of the print job that is not transferred to other printer), wherein the 
specific address is shared by the information processing device and the one or more 
other information processing devices (Note: the specific address of job receiver unit 101 
is shared by client PC 20, 30 and 40, see fig. 13). 

As to claim 2, Gassho et al. '626 teaches the information processing device as set forth 
in claim 1, further comprising: a status information storage section (i.e. -printer status 
monitor unit 105, see fig. 3) for storing status information about one or more statuses of 
said other information processing devices, wherein the status change processing 
section determines, out of said other information processing devices, an information 
processing device which is to be changed from the non-active status into the active 
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status, based on the status information (Note: Gassho et al. teaches a status change 
processing section which is the management unit, col. 5, lines 54-57). 

As to claim 3, Gassho et al. '626 innately teaches the information processing device as 
set forth in claim 1 , further comprising: a calculation processing section for (i.e. -print 
controller circuit 53, see fig. 3) calculating, based on the unprocessed data stored in the 
storage section, a throughput of the unprocessed data; and a comparison processing 
section for comparing the throughput with a predetermined threshold value, wherein the 
status change processing section determines whether or not to change the information 
processing device into the non-active status, based on a result of comparison 
performed by the comparison processing section (col. 13, line 60-col. 14, line 15). 

As to claim 4, Gassho et al. '626 teaches the information processing device as set forth 
in claim 1, wherein the non-active status includes a standby status in which the 
information processing device changes into the active status based on an instruction to 
change into the active status (Note: congestion status changes to normal working status 
when the congested printing data is alleviated), said instruction being transmitted from 
said other information device; and the status change processing section controls the 
registration processing section so that the registration processing section additionally 
register the data transmitted to the specific address when it is determined that the 
information processing device is in the standby status (Note: Gassho et al. '626 
inherently teach receiving of print data if the printer is not in congested status, col. 14, 
lines ), and the status change processing section processes the data having been 
additionally registered when it is determined that said other information processing 
device in the active status is not capable of processing the data (see fig. 6). 

As to claim 5, Gassho et al. '626 innately teaches the information processing device as 
set forth in claim 1 , wherein the non-active status includes: (i) an off status which does 
not allow additional registration of data transmitted to the specific address and 
processing of the data (Note: if printer is off it is considered as non-active) (ii) a busy 
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status (i.e. -not available status, col. 18, lines 31-33) which allows the data processing 
section to process unprocessed data, and the status change processing section 
changes the status of the information processing device into the off status and controls 
the data processing section so that the data processing section does not operate when 
the status change processing section determines that processing of the unprocessed 
data is completed after changing into the busy status (Note: when a printer is in 
congested/unavailable/busy status, print jobs are routed to available printing apparatus 
until the busy printer finishes the job or alleviates the queue, col. 2, lines 13-43). 

As to claim 6, Gassho et al. '626 teaches the information processing device as set forth 
in claim 1 , wherein: when the registration processing section determines that received 
data has been transmitted to the specific address, the registration processing section 
informs, to a device from which the data has been transmitted, (i) reception of the data 
and (ii) a particular address of the information processing device (col. 5, lines 18-24). 

As to claim 7, Gassho et al. '626 teaches an information processing program, stored in 
a computer readable medium, for operating the information processing device as set 
forth in claim 1 , said information processing program causing a computer to function as 
each of the processing sections (col. 7, lines 39-41). 

As to claim 9, Gassho et al. '626 teaches an image forming apparatus, comprising: the 
image processing device as set forth in claim 1; and an image forming section for 
forming an image based on data processed by the information processing device (i.e.- 
printer 51 and printer control circuit 53, see fig. 3). 

As to claim 10, Gassho et al. '626 teaches the image forming apparatus as set forth in 
claim 9, wherein the non-active status includes a standby status prior to an active 
status, and when the image forming apparatus is in the standby status, the status 
change processing section controls the image forming section so that the image forming 
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section is in operating condition (Note: printer circuit unit controls the operating 
condition of the image forming apparatus). 

Referring to claim 31, Gassho et al. '626 teaches the information processing device as 
set forth in claim 1 , wherein new data is sent to the specific address is sent to at least 
one of the one or more other information processing devices with an active status when 
the information processing device has a non-active status (Note: when the printer is in 
congested/unavailable/busy status, print jobs are routed to available printing apparatus, 
col. 2, lines 13-43). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 05/19/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants argued that, "Independent claim 1 recites, inter alia, 'the specific 
address is shared by the information processing device and the one or more 
other information processing devices.' The applied reference fails to teach or 
suggest the recited features of independent claim 1." (page 6, paragraph 4) 

The Examiner disagrees with the above statement. Gassho et al. discloses that 
the specific address of the job receiver unit 101 is shared by client PC 20, 30 and 40 
(see fig. 13). 

Thus, the rejection of claims under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) is maintained. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elias Mamo whose telephone number is (571) 270-1726 
and fax number (571) 270-2726. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to 
Thursday from 9 AM to 5 PM EST. The examiner can also be reached on alternate 
Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dr. Henry Tsai, can be reached on (571) 272-4176. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

IE. M.l 
09/11/08 

/Tariq Hafiz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2182 



